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The threat must be such as would ordinarily create fear.! Fear may be induced by a threat either to do an unlawful injury to 


the person of the individual threatened, or to accuse the victim of any crime, or to expose him or her to any disgrace.” The 
wrongful use of force or fear must be the operating or controlling cause compelling the victim's unwilling consent to surrender 


the money, property, or other thing of value to the extortionist.° The completed crime of extortion must inevitably involve 
coercion and duress.“ Fear of economic loss or harm satisfies the ingredient of fear necessary to the crime of extortion, and 


the same is true with regard to a threat to cause the deportation of the person threatened.° It is not essential that a defendant 
create the fear existing in the mind of the prospective victim, as long as the defendant who succeeds in persuading the victim 
that he or she possesses the power to remove or continue its causes, and instills a new fear by threatening to misuse that power 


as a device to exact tribute.” 





Observation: 


It is important to note that it is neither necessary nor sufficient to show that an extortion victim was in fear of the defendant; however, 


fear felt by the victim is highly relevant.® Additionally, it has been held that the reasonableness of the victim's fear is not an element 


of extortion; rather, the crucial question is the defendant's subjective intent to do something against his or her will as demonstrated 


by his or her conduct and by the words that he or she used.’ 
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